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Introduction 

This study-poll was conducted by the Centre for Public Policy Alternatives (registered as 
AndChristie Research Foundation) to investigate the opinions of likely voters in Lagos state. It 
explored citizens’ support for political parties and candidates as well as the reasons for their choices. 

Specifically, the poll was designed to assess the perceptions of Nigerians in Lagos about the 
gubernatorial and presidential elections, to determine the candidates voters were likely to vote for, to 
investigate the reasons for voters’ choices, and to make predictions based on the findings. 

The poll was conducted between January 28th and February 2nd among 1,000 Nigerians (18 years 
and above). Sampling was done in eighteen of the twenty local government areas (LGAs). The study 
adopted a quantitative methodology through a multistage random sampling. Data was collected 
through the face-to-face, pen and paper interview approach. Interviews were conducted at homes, 
places of work or offices, shops, and other convenient places of the respondents. The data collected 
was processed with Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The results from the poll are 
highly likely to be accurate within a margin of error of ±3.2 percentage. 

This report discusses the perceptions and potential voting behaviour of Nigerians in 
Lagos. Specifically, our predictions and inferences are based on: (1) the party respondents think will 
likely win the elections, and (2) the candidates respondents reported they would actually vote for.  

Demographics: Poll respondents were 60% male and 40% female. The age distribution was: 18 – 
24 (18%), 25-34 (41%), 35-44 (26%), 45-54 (10%), 55-64 (3%), and about 1% was above 65 years. A 
large proportion of respondents (73%) practice Christianity, 26% are Muslim, and less than 1% 
practice traditional or other forms of religion. More than half (57%) of the respondents belong to 
the Yoruba tribe, a quarter (25%) are Igbo, 6% are Hausas, and 12% belong to other tribes. More 
than half (52%) of the respondents had tertiary education, 36% had secondary education 7.6 had 
primary level education, and 3.7% had no formal education. The other findings from the poll are 
detailed in this report. 
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Which  party  do  you  think  is   l ikely  to  win  the  2015Presidential   
Election?  

The All Progressives Party (APC) maintains a strong lead of 21%over the ruling ‘Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP)’, with 54% (between 51% and 57%, based on a ±3.2margin of error) of 
Nigerians in Lagos saying the APC is likely to win the 2015 presidential election. 

Thirteen percent of Nigerians in Lagos are not sure which of the two main political parties would 
likely win the 2015 presidential elections, and less than 1% thinks one of the smaller political parties 
is likely to win. 

 

 

 

It should be noted that the Presidential (and National Assembly) and Governorship (and State 
Assembly) elections were initially scheduled for February 14th and February 28th, 2015 respectively, 
but have been rescheduled to March 28th and April 11th, 2015. 
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Who	  would	  you	  vote	  as	  the	  President	  in	  the	  2015	  Election?	  
Fifty-eight percent (between 55% and 61%, based on a ±3.2 margin of error) of Nigerians in Lagos 
would likely vote for General (Retd.) Muhammadu Buhari, the presidential candidate of the APC, 
compared to 32% (between 29% and 35%) that would vote for the incumbent President, Goodluck 
Jonathan of the PDP. 
 
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

Nine percent of likely voters have not committed to any candidate. This group could vote for either 
or even split between the two dominant parties. In any event, General Buhari stands a better chance 
of winning the 2015 presidential election, at least in Lagos, even if the undecided (as at polling time) 
ultimately decide to vote President Goodluck Jonathan. 

Permanent	  Voters’	  Card	  (PVC)	  status	  and	  voting	  choice/perceptions	  of	  Nigerians	  in	  Lagos	  	  

As at the time of the poll, only 57% of respondents had collected their PVCs. Sixty-two percent of 
these voters with PVCs would vote General Buhari as president, compared to twenty-nine percent 
that would vote the incumbent, Presidential Goodluck Jonathan. 

Similarly, General Buhari would gain the vote of over half (51%) of likely voters who were yet to 
collect their PVCs. 

 PVC status and voting choice for the 2015 Presidential election Total 

Gen. Buhari President Jonathan Others Neutral  

%with PVC 62 29 2 7 57 

% without PVC 51 36 1 11 43 

Respondents with PVCs were also more likely to believe that APC would win the election. Fifty-nine 
percent of respondents with PVCs were of the opinion that the APC will win the presidential 
election, compared to 29% for the PDP, while 12% were neutral.  

Amongst those yet to collect their PVCs, 48% believed the APC will win the election, whereas 
38%thought the PDP would win, and 13% were neutral. 

Overall, based on both voters’ behaviour and perceptions, the APC and its presidential candidate are 
most likely to win the presidential election in Lagos.	  

32%	  58%	  

	  
	  

9%	   2%	  
Others	  Neutral	  Buhari/APC	   Jonathan/PDP	  
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Which  party  do  you  think  is  likely  to  win  the  2015  Governorship  Election  in  
Lagos  state?  

6 of 10 Nigerians in Lagos think the APC is likely to win the 2015 governorship election in Lagos, 
compared to only a quarter (25%) that believe the PDP will win. Notably, 15% of respondents are 
not sure which party is likely to win the election, and less than 1% think one of the smaller political 
parties is likely to win. 

	  

	  

Who	  would	  you	  vote	  as	  the	  Governor	  of	  Lagos	  State	  in	  the	  2015	  election?	  
 
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

CPPA’s poll indicates that the PDP gubernatorial candidate, Mr. Olujimi Agbaje, would most 
probably get a third (33%) of the votes in Lagos, compared to 54%for Mr. Akinwunmi Ambode, the 
governorship candidate of the APC. 

Although 1 in 10 likely voters did not commit to any candidate, the margin between both dominant 
candidates is wide enough to sway the outcome of the election in favour of the APC candidate. 

60	  
25	  

~1	   15	  

APC	   PDP	   Other	  parCes	   Neutral	  

33%	  54%	  

	   	  

	  

10%	   3%	  
Others	  Neutral	  Ambode/APC	   Agbaje/PDP	  



	  
	  

6	  

PVC status and voting choice/perception for the 2015 governorship election in Lagos 

Ambode would most probably lead Agbaje with a margin of 27 percent (59% – 32%) of the votes 
from registered voters (who already have PVCs) in Lagos. The trend is about the same among those 
without PVCs (48% to 35%), although the neutral voters (13%) may favour either candidate. 
Overall, it appears Ambode would win the governorship election in Lagos state. 

 PVC status and voting choice for the 2015 governorship election in Lagos Total 

Ambode Agbaje Others Neutral  

% with PVC 59 32 2 7 57 

% without PVC 48 35 4 13 43 

Voters’ perceptions match this trend. Sixty-four percent (64%) of respondents with PVCs think the 
APC will win the governorship election, compared to 25% who think the PDP will win.  Eleven 
percent (11%) remained neutral. Similarly, among likely voters who were yet to collect their PVCs, 
54% think the APC will win, 26% PDP and 19% neutral. 

Overall, based on both voters’ perceptions and potential behaviour, the APC and its governorship 
candidate are most likely to win the gubernatorial election in Lagos, regardless of the PVC status in 
the state. 

	  

Do  you  support  postponement  of  election?  
	  

	  
 



	  
	  

7	  

Presidential   election  outcomes:  Geographical  (LGA)  and  
other  socio-‐demographic  distributions  

 
A. Which party do you think is likely to win the 2015 presidential election?(Geographical 

Distribution) 

The survey data was disaggregated geographically (by local government area - LGA) to reveal the 
party respondents believed was most likely to win the presidential election in each LGA. Based on 
the polls: 

• Respondents believed the APC is most likely to win the 2015 presidential election in the 
following LGAs (proportion of votes): Ikorodu (80%), Amuwo-Odofin (77%), Ibeju-Lekki 
(76%), Lagos Island (75%), Somolu (74%), Apapa (70%), Eti-Osa (57%), Kosofe (56%), 
Alimosho (53%), and Ikeja (53%). 
 

• Respondents perceived the PDP as most likely to win Ajeromi/Ifelodun (56%), and Oshodi-
Isolo (50%). 
 

• The presidential race is perceived to be quite close in four LGAs: Ifako-Ijaye (47% to 40%), 
Lagos Mainland (48% to 35%), Mushin (45% to 30%), and Surulere (45% to 41%).  In these 
LGAs, undecided voters may have a huge effect on the outcome of the elections. 
 

• Notably, although the PDP is perceived to have an upper-hand in Ojo LGA (50% to 21%), 
there is a possibility of a tie as 29% of respondents in this LGA believe the election could go 
either way. 

• Similarly, although the APC is perceived to be leading in Agege (48% to 28%), 24% think 
the election could go either way. 
 

Table showing voter perceptions of the likely outcome of the 2015 Presidential election in 
Lagos/geographical distribution (by LGA) 

LGA APC 

wins 

PDP 

wins 

Other parties 

win 

Neutral/ 

Undecided 
 % % % % 
Agege 48 28 - 24 
Ajeromi/Ifelodun 35 56 - 9 
Alimosho 53 30 1 16 
Amuwo-Odofin 77 21 - 3 
Apapa 70 26 - 4 
Eti-Osa 57 39 - 5 
Ibeju-Lekki 76 24 - - 
Ifako-Ijaye 47 40 - 13 
Ikeja 53 38 - 8 
Ikorodu 89 9 - 2 
Kosofe 56 33 - 11 
Lagos Island 75 23 - 3 
Lagos Mainland 48 35 2 15 
Mushin 45 30 1 24 

KEY	  

Amber:	  either	  APC	  
or	  PDP	  wins	  

Blue:	  APC	  likely	  wins	  

Purple:	  PDP	  likely	  
wins	  
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Ojo 21 50 - 29 
Oshodi-Isolo 32 50 1 17 
Somolu 74 13 - 13 
Surulere 45 41 - 14 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Population	  polled:	  1000,	  Error	  Margin	  @	  +	  3.2%	  
 

 

 

 

 

B. Who would you vote as the president (of Nigeria) in the election? (Geographical 
Distribution) 

This section presents the potential voting behaviour of Nigerians in Lagos, disaggregated 
geographically (by LGA).  

• Based on the poll results, General (Retd.) Muhammadu Buhari (APC) will likely convincingly 
win the 2015 presidential election in Lagos in the following LGAs (proportion of votes): 
Somolu (87%), Ikorodu (84%), Lagos Island (78%), Amuwo-Odofin (77%), Ibeju-Lekki 
(70%), Apapa (70%), Kosofe (67%), Alimosho (62%), Eti-Osa (60%), Ifako-Ijaye (57%), 
Lagos Mainland (56%) and Ikeja (53%). 

• President Goodluck Jonathan (PDP) will likely get a higher proportion of the votes in Ojo 
(58%), Oshodi-Isolo (57%), and Ajeromi/Ifelodun (56%). 

APC  

PDP 

Undecided 

Water body 

Geographical	  Representation	  of	  Voter	  Perceptions	  of	  2015	  Presidential	  Election	  Outcomes	  
Outcomes	  

APC	  also	  likely	  to	  win	  Ibeju-‐Lekki&Ikorodu	  

Lagos	  Lagoon	  

N	  



	  
	  

9	  

• Undecided voters will likely decide the election outcome in the following LGAs: Agege (47% 
to 31%, with 19% undecided), Surulere (44% to 40%, with 12% undecided), and possibly 
Mushin (49% to 33%, with 15% undecided). 

• General Buhari will likely have a higher proportion of overall votes than President Jonathan. 
 
Table showing reported voting behaviour for the presidential election in Lagos/geographical 

distribution (by LGA) 
LGA Gen. Muhammadu 

Buhari 

President 

Jonathan 

Other 

candidate(s) 

Neutral/ 

undecided 
 % % % % 
Agege 47 31 3 19 
Ajeromi/Ifelodun 36 56 - 8 
Alimosho 62 26 1 11 
Amuwo-Odofin 77 21 - 2 
Apapa 70 30 - - 
Eti-Osa 60 34 2 4 
Ibeju-Lekki 70 30 - - 
Ifako-Ijaye 57 33 3 7 
Ikeja 53 40 2 5 
Ikorodu 84 11 - 5 
Kosofe 67 21 4 8 
Lagos Island 78 15 - 7 
Lagos Mainland 56 29 2 13 
Mushin 49 33 3 15 
Ojo 24 58 3 15 
Oshodi-Isolo 35 57 2 6 
Somolu 87 11 - 2 
Surulere 44 40 4 12 

Population	  polled:	  1000,	  Error	  Margin	  @	  +3.2%	  
 

C. Which party do you think is likely to win the 2015 presidential election? (Other 
demographic information) 

This section analyzes the survey responses to the above question based on demographic information 
such as whether or not respondents had collected their PVCs, gender, ethnicity, religion, age group, 
educational status, and income levels. 

• Among registered voters with permanent voter cards, there is a likelihood of an APC wins 
with a 30% margin; among those without voter cards, the margin for an APC win is 10%. 

• The APC compared to the PDP will likely take an 18% lead among men (54% to 36%), and 
a 25 percent margin among women (54% to 29%). 

• A greater majority of Muslims (74%) are likely to vote for APC, while 48% of Christians are 
likely to vote for APC.  
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• The majority of votes from the Igbo (64%) and other ethnic groups will likely be in favour 
of the PDP. 

• Regardless of age group, educational status and income levels, the APC have a higher 
likelihood of winning over the PDP. 
 
 
 

Table showing voter perceptions of the likely outcome of the presidential elections in 
Lagos/distribution of socio-demographic variables 

 APC 

wins 

PDP 

wins 

Other 

parties win 

Neutral/ 

undecided 
 % % % % 
     
I have PVC 59 29 1 12 
No/yet to collect 48 38 ~1 13 
     
Male 54 36 ~1 10 
Female 54 29 1 16 
     
Christianity 48 40 ~1 13 
Islam 79 13 1 13 
Traditional worship 75 25 - - 
Other religion 33 67 - 0 
Declined 22 67 - 11 
     
Yoruba 70 17 ~1 12 
Hausa 67 20 - 13 
Igbo 24 64 ~1 12 
Other ethnic 
groups 

34 50 1 15 

     
18 – 24 54 42 - 3 
25-34 54 34 1 11 
35-44 54 28 - 18 
45-54 50 33 1 17 
55-64 72 10 - 17 
Above 65 years 50 29 - 21 
Declined 33 44 - 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY	  

Amber:	  either	  of	  APC	  
or	  PDP	  wins	  

Blue:	  APC	  likely	  wins	  

Purple:	  PDP	  likely	  
wins	  
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D. Who would you vote as the president (of Nigeria) in the election? (Other 
demographic information) 

This section analyzes the survey responses to the above question based on demographic information 
such as gender, ethnicity, religion, age group, educational status, and income levels. 

• Men are more likely to vote for General Buhari than for President Jonathan with a21% lead 
(57% to 36%). A similar trend was observed among women, with a 32% margin (59% to 
27%). 

• Majority of Muslims (79%), traditional worshippers (75%) and about half of all Christians 
(50%)are likely to vote for General Buhari, whereas President Jonathan will likely get about 
12%, 25% and 39% respectively of the votes of these groups.  

• Among the different ethnic groups, about three quarters (3/4) of the Yoruba and 72% of the 
Hausa will vote General Buhari. As much as 68% of the Igbo would vote President 
Jonathan. Both candidates would get a sizeable proportion of votes from the other ethnic 
groups (37% to 49%). 

• More than half of Nigerians in Lagos for each of the groups between ages 18 and above 65 
years would vote General Buhari:  18 – 24 (56%), 25-34 (58%), 35-44 (59%), 45-54 (54%), 
55-64 (72%) and above 65 years (64%). 

Table showing reported voting behaviour for the presidential election in Lagos/socio-
demographic distribution 

 Gen. Muhammadu 
Buhari 

President 
Jonathan 

Other 
candidate(s) 

Neutral/ 
undecided 

 % % % % 
Male 56.7 35.8 1.3 6.2 
Female 58.9 26.6 2.3 8.6 
     
Christianity 50.3 38.9 2.2 8.7 
Islam 79.3 11.7 0.4 8.6 
Traditional 
worship 75.0 25.0 - - 
Other religion 33.3 66.7 - - 
Declined 33.3 55.6 - 11.1 
     
Yoruba 75.3 14.1 1.4 9.2 
Hausa 72.1 21.3 - 6.6 
Igbo 22.8 68.4 2.4 6.4 
Other tribes 37.4 48.7 2.6 11.3 
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Presidential election: Drivers of voters’ choice of candidate 

To understand what factors motivate voters’ choices, respondents were asked to identify one issue 
that would influence their choice of who to vote as president in the coming election. 

Many would vote General Muhammadu Buhari because they believe he would promote 
accountability and enforce anti-corruption, due to his past political and governance experience and 
based on his current party manifesto. On the other hand, ethnicity and religion are strong 
motivators that driving votes for President Jonathan in Lagos. 

 

Respondents mentioned other reasons for the choice of General Muhammadu Buhari as the better 
candidate. Overall, ‘change’ was the top reason - many respondents believed it was time for a change 
in government and leadership. Others believe Buhari will solve Nigeria's problems, and ‘just like him 
for his personality’, while many think there is no other ‘credible’ candidate. 

Respondents’ other reasons for choosing to vote for President Jonathan include the sentiment that 
he should be given a second chance, he is young and has ‘good intentions for the country’, and 
concern for the unknown(a new government). 
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Governorship  election  outcomes:  Geographical  (LGA)  and  
other  socio-‐demographic  distributions  

A. Which party do you think is likely to win the 2015 the governorship election? 
(Geographical distribution) 

The survey data was disaggregated by geographical location (LGAs) to reveal the party/candidate 
likely to win the governorship election. Based on the polls: 

• Respondents believed the APC is likely to win the 2015 governorship election in sixteen 
LGAs in Lagos state, with two-thirds or more of the vote in the following LGAs: Amuwo-
Odofin, Apapa, Eti-Osa, Ibeju-Lekki, Ifako-Ijaye, Ikorodu, Kosofe, Lagos Island, Lagos 
Mainland, and Somolu. 

• Respondents did not believe the PDP is likely to win any LGA convincingly.  
• The gubernatorial race is perceived to be close in four LGAs: Ajeromi/Ifelodun (39% to 

49%), Ojo (40% to 26%), Oshodi-Isolo (43% to 41%), and Surulere (46% to 29%). In these 
LGAs, undecided voters are likely to have a significant effect. 
 
 

Table showing voter perceptions of the likely outcome of the 2015 governorship election in 
Lagos/geographical distribution (by LGAs) 

LGA APC 

wins 

PDP 

wins 

Other parties 

win 

Neutral/Un

decided 
 % % % % 
Agege 52 29 - 19 
Ajeromi/Ifelodun 39 49 2 10 
Alimosho 54 33 - 13 
Amuwo-Odofin 74 23 - 3 
Apapa 70 30 - - 
Eti-Osa 73 21 - 7 
Ibeju-Lekki 62 35 - 3 
Ifako-Ijaye 77 17 - 7 
Ikeja 58 32 - 10 
Ikorodu 89 9 - 2 
Kosofe 65 18 - 18 
Lagos Island 78 18 3 3 
Lagos Mainland 63 17 - 21 
Mushin 50 17 1 32 
Ojo 40 26 - 34 
Oshodi-Isolo 43 41 - 17 
Somolu 79 3 - 19 
Surulere 46 29 1 24 
Total 60 25 ~1 15 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Population	  polled:	  1000,	  Error	  Margin	  @	  +3.2%	  
	  

KEY	  

Amber:	  either	  
APC	  or	  PDP	  wins	  

Blue:	  APC	  likely	  
wins	  
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B. Who would you vote as the governor of Lagos state? (Geographical distribution) 

This section presents the respondents’ potential voting behaviour for the gubernatorial elections, 
disaggregated geographically (by LGA).  

• According to the poll results, Mr. Akinwunmi Ambode (APC) is likely to win the 2015 
governorship election in Lagos in the majority of LGAs, including: Somolu (87%), Ikorodu 
(87%), Amuwo-Odofin (74%), Lagos Island (70%), Apapa (67%), Eti-Osa (63%), Kosofe 
(61%), Lagos Mainland (60%), Ibeju-Lekki (60%), Ifako-Ijaye (57%), Agege (52%), 
Alimosho (51%), and Ikeja (50%). 

• Mr. Olujimi Agbaje (PDP) would likely gain more votes in three LGAs: Ajeromi/Ifelodun 
(56%), Oshodi-Isolo (54%), and Surulere (51%). 

• The election outcome in Mushin and Ojo LGAs will likely be decided by undecided voters. 
• Overall, Ambode is likely to get a higher proportion of votes across the LGAs 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

APC  

Undecided 

Water body 

Geographical	  Representation	  of	  Voter	  Perceptions	  of	  2015	  Governorship	  Election	  Outcomes	  

APC	  also	  likely	  to	  win	  Ibeju-‐Lekki&	  Ikorodu	  

Lagos	  Lagoon	  

N	  
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Table showing reported voting behaviour for the governorship election in Lagos/ 
geographical distribution (by LGS) 

 Ambode Agbaje Other 
candidate(s) 

Neutral/ 
undecided 

 % % % % 
Agege 52 34 2 12 
Ajeromi/Ifelodun 35 56 2 7 
Alimosho 51 37 - 12 
Amuwo-Odofin 74 3 - 23 
Apapa 67 30 - 3 
Eti-Osa 63 32 - 5 
Ibeju-Lekki 60 35 - 5 
Ifako-Ijaye 57 30 3 10 
Ikeja 50 38 3 9 
Ikorodu 87 11 - 2 
Kosofe 61 25 4 10 
Lagos Island 70 23 3 4 
Lagos Mainland 60 23 - 17 
Mushin 41 34 8 17 
Ojo 24 29 16 31 
Oshodi-Isolo 33 54 6 7 
Somolu 87 9 - 4 
Surulere 35 51 8 6 

 

C. Which party do you think is likely to win the gubernatorial election? (Other socio-
demographic variables) 

This section analyzes the responses to the above question based on demographic information such 
as whether or not respondents had collected their PVCs, gender, ethnicity, religion, age group, 
educational status, and income levels. 

• Respondents across the board believe the APC is likely to win the governorship race.  
Among respondents with PVCs, the margin is 39%; among those without PVCs, the margin 
for an APC win is 28%. 

• Both men and women believe the APC will win the gubernatorial race, with a 36% point 
lead among men (62% to 26%), and a 33% margin among women (57% to 24). 

• Respondents across religions were more likely to believe the APC would emerge with a win 
(69.9% of Christians and 56.7% of Muslims).  

• Igbo are more likely than other ethnic groups to believe the PDP will win the Lagos 
governorship election. 

• Respondents’ perceptions of the gubernatorial electoral contest are not affected by age 
group, educational status, or income levels: they all believed the APC will win the election. 
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Table showing voter perceptions of the likely outcome of the governorship election in 
Lagos/socio-demographic distribution 

 APC 

wins 

PDP 

wins 

Other 

parties win 

Neutral/u

ndecided 
 % % % % 
I have 63.7 24.6 0.4 11.3 
No/yet to collected 54.4 25.9 0.5 19.2 
     
Male 61.6 25.8 0.5 12.1 
Female 56.9 24.3 0.3 18.5 
     
Christianity 56.7 28.6 0.4 14.3 
Islam 69.9 14.8 0.4 14.8 
Traditional worship 50 25 - 25 
Other religion 33.3 - - 66.7 
Declined 22.2 55.6 - 22.2 
     
Yoruba 69.9 16.7 0.2 13.2 
Hausa 63.9 14.8 - 21.3 
Igbo 38 47.6 0.4 14 
Other tribes 53.9 24.3 1.7 20 
     
18 – 24 63.3 28.8 - 7.9 
25-34 60.7 24.6 1 13.8 
35-44 55.5 26.6 - 17.9 
45-54 53.5 26.7 - 19.8 
55-64 79.3 6.9 - 13.8 
Above 65 years 64.3 7.1 - 28.6 
Declined 66.7 11.1 - 22.2 

 

D. Who would you vote as the governor of Lagos state? (Other socio-demographic 
variables) 

This section analyzes the responses to the above question based on demographic information such 
as gender, ethnicity, religion, age group, educational status, and income levels. 

• More men are likely to vote for Ambode than Agbaje with an18%margin (54% to 36%). A 
similar trend will likely be observed among women, with a 27 percent margin (54% to 27%). 

• Majority of Muslims (72%) would vote Ambode, whereas more traditional worshippers 
(75%) and those who declined to indicate their religious affiliation (56%) would vote Agbaje. 
The vote is split among Christians, with Ambode taking the lead by a small margin (49% to 
38%). 
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• More Yoruba (67%) and Hausa (71%) would vote Ambode, whereas 58% of the Igbo would 
vote Agbaje. Both candidates would get a sizeable proportion of votes from the other ethnic 
groups (42% to 41%). 

• More than half of Nigerians in Lagos in each age-group would vote Ambode:  18 – 24 
(58%), 25-34 (54%), 35-44 (50%), 45-54 (55%), 55-64 (72%) and above 65 years (57%). The 
trend is similar for educational status and income levels. Overall, more voters reported they 
would vote for Ambode than they would for Agbaje. 
 

Tables showing reported voting behaviour for governorship election in Lagos/socio-
demographic distribution 

 
 Ambode Agbaje Other 

candidate(s) 
Neutral/und

ecided 
 % % % % 
Male 54.4 36.3 1.7 7.7 
Female 54.4 28.6 4.8 12.3 
     
Christianity 48.8 38.0 3.3 9.9 
Islam 71.9 18.0 1.6 8.6 
Traditional worship 25.0 75.0 0.0 0.0 
Others 33.3 33.3 33.3 0.0 
Declined 33.3 55.6 0.0 11.1 
     
Yoruba 66.6 23.3 2.6 7.5 
Hausa 70.5 11.5 1.6 16.4 
Igbo 28.4 57.6 3.6 10.4 
Other tribes 41.7 40.9 3.5 13.9 

 
 
 

 Ambode Agbaje Other 
candidate(s) 

Neutral/ 
undecided 

 % % % % 
18 – 24 58.2 31.6 3.4 6.8 
25-34 53.8 34.2 4.2 7.9 
35-44 50.2 35.0 1.1 13.7 
45-54 55.4 33.7 3.0 7.9 
55-64 72.4 20.7 0.0 6.9 
Above 65 57.1 21.4 0.0 21.4 
Declined 55.6 22.2 0.0 22.2 
     
No formal education 62.2 16.2 0.0 21.6 
Primary education 50.0 38.2 2.6 9.2 
Secondary 50.0 36.0 2.2 11.8 
Tertiary 55.6 32.7 3.8 7.9 
Above tertiary 66.0 27.2 2.9 3.9 
Decline 44.4 44.4 0.0 11.1 
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Respondents’   socio-‐demographic  information  

The socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents in this poll are presented in the following 
tables. 

 Sample % 
Male 601 60.1 
Female 399 39.9 
   
Christianity 728 72.8 
Islam 256 25.6 
Traditional worship 4 0.4 
Other religion 3 0.3 
Declined 9 0.9 
   
Yoruba 574 57.4 
Hausa 61 6.1 
Igbo 250 25.0 
Other tribes 115 11.5 

The other tribes include Ijaw, Itsekiri, Urhobo, Ogoja, Tiv, Calabar, Benin/Edo, Udoma, Igala, Efik, 
Ibibio. 

Age distribution (years) of Nigerians in the opinion poll 
 Sample % 
18 – 24 177 17.7 
25-34 407 40.7 
35-44 263 26.3 
45-54 101 10.1 
55-64 29 2.9 
Above 65 years 14 1.4 
Declined 9 0.9 

Income distribution of Nigerians in the opinion poll 
 Sample Percent 
Less than N50,000 384 38.4 
N50,000 – N100,000 210 21.0 
N100,001 – 150,000 100 10.0 
N151,000 - 200,000 44 4.4 
N200,001 – 250,000 27 2.7 
Above N250,000 43 4.3 
Declined 192 19.2 
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Educational status of Nigerians in the opinion poll 
 Sample % 
No formal education 37 3.7 
Primary education 76 7.6 
Secondary 356 35.6 
Tertiary and above 522 52.2 
Decline 9 0.9 
   
Employee/Office work 344 34.4 
Employer 38 3.8 
Self employed business 
man/woman 

338 33.8 

Trader 107 10.7 
Student 112 11.2 
Unemployed 30 3.0 
Retired 11 1.1 
Decline 20 2.0 

 

 

LGA of residence 
 Sample % 
Agege 62 6.2 
Ajeromi/Ifelodun 66 6.6 
Alimosho 109 10.9 
Amuwo-Odofin 39 3.9 
Apapa 27 2.7 
Eti-Osa 62 6.2 
Ibeju-Lekki 37 3.7 
Ifako-Ijaye 30 3.0 
Ikeja 60 6.0 
Ikorodu 45 4.5 
Kosofe 57 5.7 
Lagos Island 40 4.0 
Lagos Mainland 48 4.8 
Mushin 76 7.6 
Ojo 38 3.8 
Oshodi-Isolo 54 5.4 
Somolu 70 7.0 
Surulere 80 8.0 
Total 1000  
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Methodology 

The poll was conducted by the Centre for Public Policy Alternatives (CPPA), among 1,000 
Nigerians (18 years and above) in Lagos State. Sampling was done in eighteen of the twenty local 
government areas (LGAs), viz: Agege, Ajeromi/Ifelodun, Alimosho, Amuwo-Odofin, Apapa, Eti-
Osa, Ibeju-Lekki, Ifako-Ijaye, Ikeja, Ikorodu, Kosofe, Lagos Island, Lagos Mainland, Mushin, Ojo, 
Oshodi-Isolo, Somolu, and Surulere. The two LGAs not covered were Badagry and Epe - due to 
time constraint and distance. However, the semi-urban/rural LGAs are well represented in this 
survey. 

The sample size of 1,000 (determined at a 95% confidence level) was considered large enough to be 
representative of the actual population, which also ensured the poll outcomes were interpreted at 
3.2% margin of error. The margin of error shows how close the sample statistic lies to the 
population parameter. 

For appropriate representation, weighting was used. This involved dividing the population of each 
LGA by the total population of the state to obtain sample proportions, which were then multiplied 
by the total sample size to obtain the number of people to be sampled in each of the LGAs. Each 
LGA was stratified into local council development areas, wards and streets, and respondents were 
also targeted at their areas of aggregation such as places of work; eligible respondents were then 
randomly selected. 

To determine the first point of call or respondent to be interviewed, the ‘day’s code’ approach was 
used (a summation of the day’s date to get a single digit).For example, day 11 means the first 
interview starts with the second contact. To select the next point of call or place of interview, 
systematic sampling technique was used to first determine a sampling interval (space between each 
selected respondent) – by dividing the sample size of the LGA/area by the number of respondents 
to be sampled in that particular area. This process was to ensure that each eligible person has a 
chance to be selected in the poll and avoid any form of bias. 

Using a simple structured questionnaire, data were collected through face-to-face, Pen and Paper 
Interview (PAPI) approach. The interviews were conducted by trained researchers, at homes, places 
of work or offices, shops and other convenient places. The interviews were conducted from January 
28th to February 2nd, 2015. 

The data collected were processed with Statistical Package for the Social Sciences version 17(SPSS 
V17). Data were further disaggregated by age, gender, religion, and income level. Urban and rural 
representations were appropriately considered. 

Strict quality control measures were employed; including the review of all completed questionnaires, 
on-the-spot and back-checking. 
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For ethical reasons, participation in the poll was voluntary. Respondents were first briefed on the 
purpose and benefit of the poll, and then verbal consent was obtained before commencing 
interviews. Respondents were also assured that their identities would not be disclosed in the poll 
report. 
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